
•Seek and report the truth
•Minimize harm

•Act independently
•Be ethical and transparent



What’s
“the
truth”?
Is it telling two sides of
a story that in fact has
many?
Is it presenting both
sides of a debate as
equally valid?
Is it presenting news
events without
historical context? 
(How MUCH CONTEXT?)
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Harm to
who?

The group doing the
reporting tends to
worry about harm to
those like them -  
and journalism is an
upper-class and upper
caste fortress
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Independent
of...

Which billionaire owns
your paper/ outlet?
Or do you rely on state -
funded advertisement?
Or do you rely on the
algorithm and
surveillance capitalism?
Or do you rely on
unpaid labor?
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You can’t
be neutral

but you
can be
truthful



Explicit preference
(bias!) for local
journalists and
collaborative journalism,
cite who got there
before us

Racism and sexism are
conspiracies that distort
facts, conceal problems
and solutions, we spend
time and energy to root
this out 

We fact-check, look for
relevant rather than
easy or famous sources,
give right to reply

unbiasthenews.org

http://unbiasthenews.org/
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Who’s an
“activist”?



Solidarity 
Journalism

“Solidarity in journalism means that
journalists stand for basic human
dignity and against suffering, and is
practiced through newsworthiness
judgments, sourcing, and framing
that center the lived experiences of
people subjected to unjust
conditions. The decision to report – or
not report – on these conditions
inherently leaves neutrality behind.”

Doesn’t uncritically report
government narratives-
talks to affected
communities to see how
policies panned out

Dr. Anita Varma
Examples

Doesn’t talk about
groups but actually
talks to them

Conveys outrage over
injustices rather than
downplay it 

https://mediaengagement.org/solidarity-journalism/

https://mediaengagement.org/solidarity-journalism/
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Ritwika Mitra: Read here

https://unbiasthenews.org/women-struggle-while-men-die-in-custody-in-indias-uttar-pradesh/
https://unbiasthenews.org/women-struggle-while-men-die-in-custody-in-indias-uttar-pradesh/




Cross-border Journalism
Journalists collaborate across borders to tell stories that effect
both - rather than relying on foreign correspondents with fixers
and “parachute journalism”

Cross-border method involves a process of gathering a team,
setting a budget, dividing up research and fact-checking,
approaching outlets and coordinating a join publication date

Chain stories or
comparative stories are
common examples

Requires a cross-border
mindset (rather than, e.g., a
colonial one)



read here

https://unbiasthenews.org/sinking-cities/


Read here

https://www.icij.org/investigations/fincen-files/


Solutions Journalism

•A solutions story focuses on a
RESPONSE to a social problem —
and how that response has worked
or why it hasn’t.

Four Pillars:

•Solutions journalism looks for
EVIDENCE — data or qualitative
results that show effectiveness (or
lack thereof). 

•The best solutions reporting distills
the lessons that makes the response
relevant and accessible to others. In
other words, it offers INSIGHT.

•Solutions stories reveal a response’s
shortcomings or LIMITATIONS.

Title

https://www.solutionsjournalism.org/


Read here

https://unbiasthenews.org/can-green-hydrogen-tackle-nigerias-persistent-energy-poverty/


Complicating
the narrative

Draws from conflict mediation
techniques to frame news in ways
that add complexity rather than
amplify existing divisions.

Deals with HIGH CONFLICT:
Situations where a conflict has
become a battle between good and
evil in the eyes of participants

Looping: interview
technique of mirroring and
summarizing to ensure
understanding

Techniques 

Framing that embraces
complexity 

Questions that go to
motivations rather than
positions

Read more

https://inclusivejournalism.com/complicatingthenarrative/


Read here

https://unbiasthenews.org/women-and-children-why-doesnt-sympathy-for-civilians-extend-to-muslim-men/


Read here

https://harpers.org/archive/2025/11/the-goon-squad-daniel-kolitz-porn-masturbation-loneliness/




Not neutral but...
Truthful: Takes a position based on
the facts, reveals how it was arrived
at and the limitations of what is
known, open about biases and
starting points

Context-rich: provides necessary
history or where to find it, embeds
events in institutional context, points
out common misconceptions,
highlights patterns

Evidence-based: Relying on sources
with direct rather than institutional
knowledge, reliable data, academic
and scientific research, all fact-
checked

Accountability: Names names,
points out decisions that led to
current state of affairs and what
should be done to change it, who
has yet to see justice

Collaborative: Transparent about
work that went into reporting,
acknowledges other journalism,
gives credit (and where appropriate,
pay and prizes)



Thank you! 
tina@hostwriter.org


